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From The Mayor By Dan Tafel

This Independence Day is especially meaningful as our 
nation celebrates its 250th birthday. For two and a half 
centuries, Americans have enjoyed freedoms secured 
through the courage, sacrifice, and vision of our Founding 
Fathers. As we gather for the Rolling Fields Fourth of July 
Parade, we celebrate not only our nation’s history, but also 
the community spirit that makes Rolling Fields special.

The Founders understood that strong local government is 
essential to a free society. Thomas Jefferson wrote that local 
governments are the “true guardians of our liberties,” while 
James Madison emphasized the important role of state and 
local communities in our system of government.

Those principles remain alive in Rolling Fields today.
What sets our city apart is the extraordinary level of civic 
involvement. Our residents volunteer countless hours 
serving on committees, improving our park, preserving our 
neighborhoods, enhancing infrastructure, organizing events, 
and strengthening our sense of community. Unlike many 
cities that struggle with participation, Rolling Fields benefits 
from neighbors who are actively engaged in making our 
community better.

As we celebrate America’s 250th birthday, it is fitting to 
recognize the generations of leaders who have helped 
make Rolling Fields the community we enjoy today. Special 
thanks to former mayors, including Sox McMakin, Charles 
Stoll, Tinsley Campbell, John Everett, Susan Stokes, Weta 
Mapother, Albert Leggett, Wayne Wells, Bill Conway, and 
David Dunn. Their dedication, along with the service of 
countless Commissioners and volunteers, has preserved the 
character and sense of community that define Rolling Fields.

The success of Rolling Fields is a reminder that our 
democratic republic works best when citizens get involved. 
Whether attending a Commission meeting, serving on a 
committee, volunteering at an event, or helping a neighbor, 
every contribution matters. 

As you celebrate Independence Day, I encourage you to fly 
your American flag, enjoy our city’s traditions, and consider 
how you can help shape the future of Rolling Fields.

Happy Independence Day and Happy 250th Birthday, 
America!

Celebrating America at 250: Freedom Begins at Home





WHEN DAD PARKS 
THE CAR ON THE

9TH GREEN.

IT’S FUNNY 
UNTIL IT’S NOT.

Since 2015, Louisville families have received quality care, service, integrity, 
and compassion. Even before then, founder John O’Callaghan was 
dedicated to supporting seniors—including his own loved ones.
 Trust a locally owned and operated home care agency specializing in 
Alzheimer’s and dementia care. 

John O’Callaghan
502.718.8727 



Planning a Home Improvement Project?, by Weston Adams

Before beginning many exterior home 
improvement projects, Rolling Fields homeowners 
are required to obtain a city permit. The permit 
process helps ensure projects comply with city 
ordinances while preserving the character and 
beauty of our community.

A Rolling Fields permit is required for:
•	 Building, additions, and remodeling — $150
•	 Solar panel installations — $150
•	 New roofs — $50
•	 New driveways, parking areas, 

and circular drives — $150
•	 Dumpsters and portable storage 

containers — $50 per month
•	 Excavation using heavy equipment — $150
•	 Fences and walls — $50
•	 Swimming pools — $150
•	 Variances — $150

Please note that interior renovations do not 
require a Rolling Fields permit.

Getting started is easy. Simply visit the Rolling 
Fields website using the link illustrated on this 
page and follow the online permit application 
process. The website provides convenient 
access to permit applications, city ordinances, 
commission information, and other important 
resources for residents.

If you have questions about whether your project 
requires a permit, please contact Harvey Willis, 
whose contact information can be found on the 
back page of this newsletter. Obtaining permits 
before work begins helps avoid delays, ensures 
compliance with city requirements, and protects 
your investment.



Please welcome David and Beth! David was born 
in Buffalo, New York and moved to Louisville when 
he was three years old. He attended Trinity High 
School and the University of Kentucky. Beth was 
born and raised in Knoxville, Tennessee and attended 
Transylvania University.

Now retired, Beth and David have been married for 
35 years and are proud parents of three children. 
Their oldest son, Blake (32), and his wife, Kary, are 
raising two young children, James (5) and Claire 
(3). Their middle son, Clay (30), and his wife, Ali, 
share their home with two dogs, Tex and Bear. Their 
youngest, Elizabeth (26), is single and lives with her 
middle school best friend.

As a family, the Scintas enjoy spending time together 
watching sports, especially cheering on the University 
of Kentucky. Of course, they’re horse racing fans as 
well. You can also find them golfing, swimming, and 
playing tennis at Louisville Country Club.

Beth and David’s dream was always to live on the golf 
course. When Mrs. Brewer’s house became available, 

Please welcome Alex and Gretchen! Alex was born 
& raised in Manassas, VA. He attended the US 
Naval Academy where he played varsity soccer. He 
then served 5 years as a naval submarine officer 
after graduating from USNA. He is in the midst 
of an exciting career pivot - training to become a 
commercial airline pilot.

Gretchen was born in Tennessee but moved several 
times in childhood & enjoyed the wonderful 
opportunity to live in Belgium with her family for 
6 years through middle and high school. She went 
to Vanderbilt for undergraduate education. She’s a 
physician (medical geneticist), but hasn’t practiced 
the last several years to enjoy extra time with get 
children while they are young.

They have two children - Grayson (6) and Hadley (4).  
They love exploring the local creeks around Louisville 
& making mud potions in the yard at home. They also 

it was a dream come true for the Scintas. They look 
forward to making new memories here—hosting 
family dinners and enjoying this next chapter while 
watching their children and grandchildren grow.

have a very friendly Frenchie named Winston.
Gretchen said, “We were delighted to discover Rolling 
Fields through friends that live in the neighborhood. 
It’s such a beautiful, charming neighborhood in a 
great location filled with lots of wonderful families!”

Welcome New Neighbors

Alex and Gretchen Foskett - 504 Country Lane 

David and Beth Scinta - 3723 Fairway Lane



Spotlight on Basswood, by Clare Simpson

Basswood Lane runs west from Club Lane to 
Swing Lane, serving as a peaceful gateway toward 
Mockingbird Valley and the Ohio River. While it 
eventually passes into the City of Louisville toward 
Lightfoot Road, its heart remains firmly in Rolling 
Fields. The street is famously flat, making it a “hidden 
gem” for residents who enjoy a morning jog, a sunset 
stroll, or a safe place for children to master their 
bicycles.

The layout of the street is a bit of an architectural 
puzzle. There are seven houses in total—four on 
the north side and three on the south. This means 
the south-side lots are roughly one-third larger than 
their neighbors across the street! Local legend says 
this was due to a survey discrepancy decades ago. 
In fact, when 3604 Basswood was purchased years 
back, a survey revealed the deed actually included 
the driveway and most of the three-car garage of 
3606 next door! In true Rolling Fields fashion, the 
neighbors settled the 
“land dispute” over a 
friendly handshake and 
revised deeds.

As for the name? 
You won’t find many 
Basswood trees here. 
But as long-time 
residents point out, 
there’s no club on Club 
Lane and no canoes on 
Canoe Lane—the names 
are simply “fanciful and 
charming.”

Most of these homes 
were built between 
1948 and 1949. Over the 
years, the “Basswood 
Seven” have evolved. 
While five homes have 
been painted in unique, 

stylish hues, two remain in their classic original brick. 
Inside, every single home has seen a kitchen remodel, 
and many of the original screened porches have 
been transformed into sunrooms or home offices. 
A few vintage touches remain: 3604 still features a 
detached guest quarters/art studio, a “grandfathered” 
arrangement that harkens back to an era of live-in 
household help.

What truly defines Basswood Lane is the eclectic 
mix of people behind the front doors. The current 
“Basswood Seven” are a diverse tapestry of 
professionals, with interests spanning interior design, 
law, and art, with a couple of foreign car afficionados 
sprinkled in. 

It also appears from the illustrated advertisement in 
the October 8, 1961 edition of The Courier-Journal, 
that values of homes on Basswood Lane  have 
increased!



The City of Rolling Fields is proud to announce the 
upcoming publication of Rolling Fields Then & Now, 
a beautifully illustrated history of our community 
authored by local resident Barker Price and edited by 
John Clark.

Drawing upon years of research, historical records, 
photographs, and personal recollections, the book 
provides a remarkable account of the people, 
places, and events that shaped Rolling Fields. It is a 
unique story that traces of our city from its earliest 
beginnings to the vibrant community we know today.

Readers will discover fascinating stories about the 
land, the farms and estates that once occupied it, the 
development of the neighborhood in the 1940s, and 
the residents whose lives and contributions helped 
shape our community over the past eight decades.

Filled with historic and contemporary photographs, 
personal recollections, and stories gathered from 
longtime residents and local archives, Rolling Fields 
Then & Now preserves a piece of our city’s heritage 
that might otherwise be lost to time. Designed to be 
both an engaging historical resource and a beautiful 
coffee table book, it is a tribute to the families, 
traditions, and sense of community that have made 
Rolling Fields one of Louisville’s most treasured 
neighborhoods.

To help bring this important project to life, the 
City is offering a limited number of sponsorship 
opportunities to support the preservation of Rolling 
Fields history for future generations:

Founder’s Circle Sponsors (3) —  
$2,000 (Only two spots)
Full-page recognition in the book

Heritage Sponsor (3) — $1,000 (Only two spots left)
Half-page recognition in the book

Legacy Family Sponsor —- $100 
We invite current and former families to join 
Dedicated page listing current and former families 
with your name (prior) address, and years in Rolling 
Fields.

 

Every sponsor will help ensure that the stories, 
photographs, and memories of Rolling Fields are 
preserved for generations to come.
This book will become part of the permanent 
historical record of Rolling Fields and will be enjoyed 
by residents, families, and future generations for 
years to come.

Sponsorship opportunities are limited and will be 
offered on a first-come, first-served basis. If you 
would like to become a sponsor and help preserve 
the story of Rolling Fields, please contact Mayor 
Danny Tafel or City Hall for additional information.

Photos Needed:
•	 Second Presbyterian construction
•	 Initial construction of homes in Rolling Fields
•	 Photo of previous Mayor, Albert Leggett
•	 Photos of Anne’s Acres, Hendrick’s Gas 

Station,Howell Horse Stables, The old Taylor’s 
Drugs & Winn Dixie, Teeneagers hanging out at 
Taylor’s, Bauers, or Doll’s Market.

Sponsor today, preserve a legacy, by Dan Tafel



Wildlife

One of the many things that makes Rolling Fields special 
is the abundance of wildlife that shares our community. 
Our mature tree canopy, nearby creeks, and wooded 
landscapes provide habitat for white-tailed deer, foxes, 
wild turkeys, hawks, falcons, owls, and unfortunately, 
raccoons and skunks.

Late spring and early summer are especially active. 
White-tailed deer often give birth to fawns in quiet 
corners of our yards. It is normal for a doe to leave her 
fawn alone by your home while she forages nearby, so 
what appears to be an abandoned fawn usually is not. 
Unless a fawn is clearly injured or in immediate danger, 
the best approach is to admire it from a distance and let 
nature take its course.

Does are also very protective of their young and may 
charge if they feel a fawn is threatened. Dogs are 
especially vulnerable because they are viewed as 
predators. A recent incident in the Tafels yard on Fairway 
Lane, where a doe attacked a dog, is a reminder to that a 
momma deer can harm to a dog. 

Wildlife also faces dangers in our neighborhood. 
Earlier this year, a mature buck became impaled while 
attempting to jump a fence along Tiffany Lane. Nature 

can also be difficult to witness. Coyotes, now common 
throughout our area, hunt to feed their pups, and young 
fawns sometimes become part of that natural cycle. 
Residents may occasionally find deer remains in yards or 
along our streets—a sobering reminder of the circle of 
life in a healthy thinning of the herd.

We are also home to several fox families, including 
an active den near Edmond Lane and Second 
Presbyterian Church. Wild turkeys continue to roam the 
neighborhood, while residents have reported nesting 
Red-shouldered Hawks and Peregrine Falcons hunting 
overhead. 

The abundance of wildlife in Rolling Fields reflects 
the health of our trees, green spaces, and natural 
environment. As we enjoy our neighborhood this 
summer, remember that we are not the only ones 
who call Rolling Fields home. By respecting wildlife, 
supervising our pets, securing trash and giving wild 
animals the space they need, we help preserve one of 
the qualities that makes our city so special.
After all, we don’t simply live alongside nature—we 
share our city and our yards with it.



Every photograph on these pages was taken this spring and summer in 
and around Rolling Fields. Together, they capture just a small sample of the 

remarkable wildlife that shares our community. 



Cop’s Corner, by Chief Kelly Spratt

Whoooops...

Rolling Fields continues to be one of the safest 
communities in Jefferson County. Through the first five 
months of 2026, we have had no reported residential 
burglaries, vehicle thefts, or thefts from vehicles within 
the City. That is a testament to both proactive policing, 
security cameras and the vigilance of our residents.

While serious crime remains low, safety concerns still 
exist. Our officers have responded to several accidents 
caused by inattentive/distracted parties and are aware 
of numerous close calls involving pedestrians, motorists, 
bicyclists, and electronic scooters. Fortunately, most of 
these incidents have not resulted in serious injury, but 
they serve as reminders that accidents can 
happen quickly.

One area of particular concern is the operation of 
electronic scooters and similar vehicles by younger 
riders. Excessive speed, failure to stop at intersections, 
and distracted riding can create dangerous situations 
for both riders and motorists. I have been working with 
several parents to address these concerns and identify 
practical ways to reduce the risk of accidents before a 
tragedy occurs.

We missed a graduate in 
the Spring newsletter.
Roberts graduated from Western Reserve Academy in 
Hudson, OH and will attend Yale University in the fall.

I encourage all residents to remain attentive, follow 
traffic laws, and discuss safe riding habits with their 
children. Parents should periodically review speed 
settings and ensure that young riders understand the 
responsibilities that come with operating any vehicle on 
or near our roadways.

Our goal is not simply to prevent crime, but to prevent 
injuries and keep Rolling Fields a safe place for families to 
live, walk, bike, and play. Thank you for your continued 
partnership in helping us achieve that goal.

Chief Kelly Spratt
Indian Hills Police Department

Roberts Sartor,
428 Club Lane



PLEASE....., In Memory of Mayor Conway

Former Mayor Bill Conway introduced the popular 
“PLEASE” page many years ago, and several residents 
have recently suggested bringing it back. Most of 
these reminders reflect City ordinances and may be 
enforced, while others are simply common courtesies 
that help keep Rolling Fields beautiful, safe, and 
enjoyable for everyone.

We’ll periodically share a few friendly reminders, 
beginning with our Top 10 List:

1.	 Please pick up and properly dispose of dog 
waste bags. Leaving bags along the curb, even 
temporarily, creates an eyesore for neighbors

2.	 Please store trash and recycling containers 
out of view from the street when not awaiting 
collection.

3.	 Please check your child’s electronic scooter.  
We recommend children’s electronic bikes 
scooters are limited to a maximum speed of 
15-20 mph.

4.	 Please encourage children to dispose of litter 
properly, including candy wrappers and other 
packaging after going to Walgreens.

5.	 Please place trash and recycling containers out 
no earlier than the evening before collection and 
retrieve them promptly after pickup.

6.	 Please do not attach signs to street signs or sign 
poles. Tape and fasteners can damage paint, 
reflective coatings, and city property.

7.	 Please report potential ordinance violations by 
emailing violations@rollingfieldsky.com rather 
than texting Commissioners.

8.	 Please avoid routine overnight parking on city 
streets. Streets are not intended for regular 
overnight vehicle storage.

9.	 Please contact the City before beginning any 
home improvement, maintenance, any other 
project that requires a dumpster. Most projects 
require permits from both Jefferson County 
and the City of Rolling Fields. Email permits@
rollingfieldsky.com or visit the City website at the 
onset of planning. We will gladly answer questions 
and typically respond within 
48 hours.

10.	Please maintain your home’s exterior woodwork 
and shutters. To prevent rot, deterioration, and 
fading, painting is generally recommended every 
5–7 years.

Thank you for helping keep Rolling Fields one 
of Louisville’s most beautiful and welcoming 
communities.



Beyond the Fields

If you’ve driven around Louisville recently, you’ve likely 
seen temporary signs advertising everything from 
political campaigns to home services. Many are illegally 
placed in public rights-of-way, creating visual clutter, 
blocking sightlines, and increasing cleanup costs for local 
governments.

To address the issue, Rolling Fields Mayor Dan Tafel 
worked with Louisville Metro Councilman Scott Reed to 
initiate legislation aimed at improving enforcement. The 
measure was later supported by the Jefferson County 
League of Cities (JCLC), which represents more than 80 
cities across Jefferson County. Mayor Tafel serves on the 
League’s Executive Committee.

The ordinance, which recently passed the Louisville 
Metro Council, changes illegal sign placement from 
a criminal offense to a civil violation, allowing Code 
Enforcement to issue fines directly to the business 
or organization advertised on the sign. Penalties will 
increase to $250–$500 per violation, and Louisville Metro 
plans an educational campaign before enforcement 
begins.

The goal is simple: safer intersections, cleaner roadways, 
and more attractive communities throughout Jefferson 
County.

Revisiting Brownsboro Road Right-Sizing
Nearly two years ago, KYTC completed the “right-sizing” 
of Brownsboro Road despite significant opposition from 
residents, businesses, and local officials. The project was 
intended to improve safety and calm traffic along the 
corridor.

At the time, Kentucky Transportation Secretary Jim Gray 
stated that the project was “just pavement and paint” 
and that if it didn’t work, “we will make it right.”
In April 2025, leaders from Rolling Fields and 
Mockingbird Valley met with KYTC officials to review 
early results. KYTC advised that at least one year—and 
preferably two years—of post-project data would be 
needed before drawing conclusions.

Today, with approximately four months remaining 
before reaching the two-year mark, accident counts 
have already exceeded pre-project levels. As a result, 
Rolling Fields and Mockingbird Valley are working 
with community leaders to update traffic and accident 
studies and determine whether the corridor should be 
reevaluated once the full data set is available.

We look forward to sharing additional information as the 
analysis progresses.

Cleaning Up Roadside Clutter



At its June meeting, the Rolling Fields City Commission 
adopted a balanced budget for the fiscal year beginning 
July 1, 2026. The budget reflects the City’s commitment 
to maintaining exceptional services, preserving property 
values, and carefully managing taxpayer resources.

Where Your Tax Dollars Go
Public Safety — 48%
Police protection and neighborhood security remain the 
City’s highest priority and largest investment.

Sanitation Services — 20%
Weekly waste collection and related sanitation services 
continue to be essential services for residents.

Administration & City Operations — 10%
Tax billing, accounting, audits, legal compliance, and day-
to-day city administration.

Park Bond Payments — 9%
Annual payments on the bond issued to finance 
improvements to the City’s park and community 
amenities.

Road & Drainage Support — 6%
Funding transferred from the General Fund 
to supplement street maintenance, drainage 

improvements, and snow removal. This funding is in 
addition to the annual state road aid (gas tax) revenues 
that are deposited directly into the City’s Road Fund.
Community Events & Communications — 5%
Neighborhood events, newsletters, public notices, and 
resident communications.

Parks, Trees & Beautification — 2%
Maintenance of city green spaces, landscaping, and tree 
care programs.

The City’s General Fund budget totals approximately 
$494,000 and is balanced without the use of reserves. 
Nearly half of all City expenditures are dedicated to 
public safety, while significant resources continue 
to support sanitation services, infrastructure, parks, 
and resident communications. In addition, the City 
supplements its dedicated Road Fund with General 
Fund dollars to ensure continued investment in road 
maintenance and drainage improvements.

The Commission remains committed to investing in the 
services that matter most while preserving the beauty, 
safety, and character that make Rolling Fields such a 
special place to call home.  The full detail of all income 
and expenses are available on the City’s website.

Rolling Fields Adopts Balanced 2026–2027 Budget



Movie Night in the Park Returns

There’s something special about watching a movie 
under the stars with friends and neighbors. This 
summer, families from across Rolling Fields gathered 
in the park with blankets, lawn chairs, and picnic 
dinners to enjoy a community movie night featuring 
The Goonies. From the Boo Boo Smoke Shack food 
truck to children playing before the movie began, it was 
an evening filled with laughter, conversation, and the 
simple joy of spending time together.

Events like Movie Night are more than just 
entertainment—they’re opportunities to meet new 
neighbors, reconnect with old friends, and create 
memories our children will cherish for years to come. 

Seeing families spread across the lawn as the sun set 
and the movie began was a wonderful reminder of 
what makes Rolling Fields such a close-knit community.
If you missed the fun, don’t worry! The Social 
Committee is planning another Movie Night in the Park 
this August. Watch for details on the date, featured 
movie, and food truck. Bring your favorite blanket 
or lawn chair, invite your neighbors, and join us for 
another memorable evening under the stars.

A special thank you to the Rolling Fields Social 
Committee and all of the volunteers who helped make 
this event such a success. We look forward to seeing 
everyone again in August!

Movie Night in the Park Returns This August!

More than just a sticker, the Rolling Fields seal helps 
the Indian Hills Police Department identify vehicles that 
belong in our community. It supports public safety efforts, 
assists officers responding to suspicious activity, and helps 
distinguish resident vehicles from those that may not 
belong in the neighborhood.

Obtaining a vehicle seal is easy and free for residents. 
Simply email Weston Adams (Wadams@LBC1879.com) 
and provide:
•	 Your name
•	 Home address
•	 Number of seals needed

For maximum visibility, the seal 
should be placed on the driver’s side 
of the rear window.

Whether you’re a longtime resident, 
have recently moved to Rolling 
Fields, or purchased a new vehicle, 
we encourage you to display the 
Rolling Fields seal. It’s a simple way to support public 
safety while showing pride in the community we are 
fortunate to call home.

Show your seal! 

Have you placed a Rolling Fields vehicle seal on your car?



“In the world of big-tree hunting, this cluster is a 
phenomenal and practically an unheard-of find!”  
National Champion Tree Registry,  about the 
Champion trees in Rolling Fields

One of the many pleasures of gardening and 
living in Rolling Fields is being surrounded by 
an extraordinary tree canopy. Recently, I shared 
information about three Kentucky Co-Champion 
Trees located within approximately 0.3 miles of one 
another in our neighborhood— Swamp White Oaks, 
A Black Walnut, and a Red Maple—and asked for 
feedback from the National Champion Tree Registry 
which has been keeping records since 1940.

Their response was fascinating.
According to The Registry, tree programs do not 
officially track or rank “proximity achievements” 
or “density of champions.” There is no formal 
record category for having multiple champion 
trees clustered together. However, they noted that 
“in the world of big-tree hunting, this cluster is a 
phenomenal and practically a unheard-of find.”

The Registry explained that finding three champion-
caliber trees of different species so close together 
points to what they described as a “perfect 
microclimate” phenomenon. The combination 
of rich soils, favorable drainage, protection from 
development, and decades—if not centuries—of 
careful stewardship has allowed these trees to 

thrive. Many champion trees survive for 150 to 
250 years or more, making them living links to the 
earliest days of our community.

The National Champion Tree Registry further noted 
that neighborhoods with this kind of concentration 
are often referred to as “Big Tree Hotspots.” Similar 
clusters are typically found in historic estates, 
arboretums, or celebrated landscapes. To find one 
within a residential neighborhood is exceptionally 
rare.

While there may never be an official trophy for 
champion-tree proximity, Rolling Fields has earned 
something just as meaningful: the distinction of 
being home to one of Kentucky’s most remarkable 
collections of mature trees.

As gardeners and homeowners, we are fortunate 
to be stewards of this living legacy. Every effort to 
preserve, protect, and plant trees helps ensure that 
future generations will enjoy the same beauty and 
environmental benefits that make Rolling Fields such 
a special place to call home.

The next time you take a walk through the 
neighborhood, look up. You may be standing 
beneath one of Kentucky’s largest trees—and part 
of what the Champion Tree Registry describes as 
a truly extraordinary and practically unheard-of 
concentration of champion trees.

The Weekend Gardener, by Dr. John Hubbard

“This cluster (of trees) is phenomenal and practically unheard-of find” 
said the director for National Champion Tree Registry.
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Rolling Fields City Officials


